[The direct fetal electrocardiography following intra-uterine fetal death (author's transl)].
During labor the maternal cardiogram was traced through the dead fetus. The technical prerequisites for this phenomenon are described. The concomitant intra-uterine tracings of the contractions showed decelerations during the contractions in the maternal cardiogram obtained from the dead fetus. Similar observations have been described by other authors. The etiology of maternal cardiographic decelerations during the contractions is discussed. Decelerations in the maternal cardiogram traced from the dead fetus during labor may result in misinterpretations which lead to inappropriate obstetric management.